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1926.1201 Scope 

• Applies at construction sites with one or more 
confined spaces. 

• Does not apply to: 
– Subpart P – Excavations 
– Subpart S – Underground Construction, Caissons, 

Cofferdams and Compressed Air 
– Subpart Y – Diving 

• Where this standard applies and there is a 
provision that addresses confined space in 
another OSHA standard the employer must 
comply with both standards. 



1926.1202 Definitions 
• Confined Space – means a space that: 

– Is large enough and so configured that an employee can 
bodily enter 

– Has limited means of entry and exit 
– Is not designed for continuous human occupancy 

• Permit Required Confined Space – is a confined space 
that has one or more of the following: 
– An actual or potential hazardous atmosphere 
– An engulfment hazard 
– Internal configuration such that an entrant could be 

trapped 
– Any other recognized safety or health hazard 

 



1926.1202 Definitions 

• Controlling Contractor 
is the employer that has 
overall responsibility for 
construction at the 
worksite. 

• Host employer means 
the employer that owns 
or manages the 
property where the 
construction work is 
taking place. 



1926.1203 General Requirements 
• Before work begins, each 

employer must ensure 
that a competent person 
identifies each space that 
is a permit space, through 
consideration and 
evaluation of the 
elements of that space, 
including testing as 
necessary. 

• The employer must either 
prevent entry or establish 
an entry program. 

 



1926.1203 General Requirements 
• If the workplace contains one 

or more permit spaces, the 
employer who identifies or 
receives notice must: 
– Inform exposed employees by 

posting danger signs or other 
effective means 

– Inform, in a timely manner and in 
a manner other than posting, 
authorized representatives and 
the controlling contractor, of the 
existence, location and the 
danger posed by each permit 
space. 

 



1926.1203 General Requirements 
• Alternate Procedures -  

paragraph (e )(2) 
– All physical hazards 

eliminated 
– Only hazard is actual or 

potential hazardous 
atmosphere 

– Forced air alone can 
maintain safe for entry 

– The employer develops 
monitoring and inspection 
data that supports the 
determinations above. 



1926.1203 General Requirements 

• Reclassification - paragraph (g) 
– No actual or potential atmospheric hazards. 
– All physical hazards eliminated prior to entry. 
– Document the basis for determining that all 

hazards have been eliminated through a 
certification containing: 

• The date 
• Location of space 
• Signature of person making determination 



1926.1203 General Requirements 

• (h) Permit Space Entry Communication and 
Coordination 
– Before entry operations begin, host employer 

must provide: 
• Location of each known permit space 
• Hazards or potential hazards in each space 
• Any precautions implemented by another employer for 

the protection of employees. 



1926.1203 General Requirements 

• (h) Permit Space Entry Communication and 
Coordination 
– Before entry operations begin, The Controlling 

Contractor must: 
• Obtain the host employer’s information about permit space 

hazards and previous entries. 
• Provide the following information to each entity entering a 

permit space: 
– Information received from the host employer 
– Additional information the Controlling Contractor has about the 

space. 
– Precautions that have been used for protection in previous 

entries 

 



1926.1203 General Requirements 

• (h) Permit Space Entry Communication and 
Coordination 
– Each entry employer must: 

• Obtain all of the Controlling Contractor’s information 
regarding permit space hazards and entry operations 

• Inform the Controlling Contractor of the permit space 
program the entry employer will follow, including any 
hazards likely to be confronted or created in the space 



1926.1204 Permit  
Required Confined Space Program 

• Each entry employer 
must: 
– Implement measures to 

prevent unauthorized 
entry 

– Identify and evaluate the 
hazards of permit spaces 
before entry 

– Develop the means, 
procedures and practices 
for safe entry 

– Provide the proper 
equipment for safe entry 



1926.1205 Permitting Process 

• Permit must be documented and signed prior 
to entry. 

• Cancel permit when job is over or hazards are 
discovered. 

• Retain cancelled permit for at least one year. 



1926.1206 Entry Permit 
• Space to be entered 
• Purpose of entry 
• Date and duration 
• Authorized entrants 
• Means of detecting 

atmospheric hazards 
• Names of attendants 
• Entry Supervisor(s) 
• Hazards of the space 
• Measures to isolate, 

eliminate or control hazards 
 

• Acceptable entry conditions 
• Results of tests and 

monitoring 
• Rescue and emergency 

services 
• Communication procedures 
• PPE and other equipment 

necessary 
• Other necessary 

information 
• Any additional permits 

necessary (i.e. hot work) 





1926.1207 Training 

• Employees must be trained to ensure that 
they possess the understanding, knowledge 
and skills necessary for the safe performance 
of their duties. 

• The training must establish employee 
proficiency in the duties required. 

• A record of training must be maintained.  



1926.1208 Duties of Authorized 
Entrants 

• The employer must ensure that all entrants: 
– Are familiar with the hazards of the space. 
– Properly use required equipment. 
– Communicate with attendant as necessary 

• Alert attendant of warning sign or symptom 
• Upon detection of a prohibited condition 

– Exit the space when necessary. 
 



1926.1209 Duties of Attendants 

• Familiar and aware of hazards. 
• Maintains an accurate count of entrants. 
• Assesses activities to ensure safe entry. 
• Summons rescue and emergency services. 
• Performs non-entry rescue. 
• Performs no duties that would interfere with 

the attendants duty to monitor the space. 



1926.1210 Duties of Entry Supervisors 

• Is familiar and understands the hazards 
• Verifies, by checking that the appropriate entries 

have been made on the permit, and that all pre-
entry activities have been conducted. 

• Verifies that rescue services are available and that 
the means for summoning them are operable, 
and that the employer will be notified as soon as 
the services become unavailable. 



Non-entry Rescue 
• Non-entry rescue is mandatory 

unless the retrieval equipment 
would increase the risk of entry. 

• When non-entry rescue is 
selected, the entry employer 
must also confirm before entry 
that “emergency assistance” is 
available if the non-entry rescue 
fails. 

• Emergency assistance would 
usually be provided by a local fire 
department or similar service. 

 



Entry Rescue 

• Used when non-entry 
rescue is not feasible. 

• On site team 
– Contractors own 

employees 
– Rescue Contractor 

• Off site team 
– Local CSE trained fire 

service 
– Rescue Contractor  



1926.1211 Rescue and Emergency 
Services 

• (a) Off Site Service 
– Has capability and equipment to reach entrant in a 

timely manner 
– Agrees to notify the employer immediately in the 

event that the rescue service becomes unavailable. 
• (b) On Site Service/Own employees 

– Trained to perform assigned rescue duties 
– At least one member training first aid and CPR 
– Practice rescue at least once every 12 months 

• (c ) Non Entry Rescue is required 
• (d) Safety Data Sheet required 



This material can be provided to you in a different format (Braille, 
large print or audiotape) if you call the MNOSHA Training/Outreach 
Office at (651) 284-5050; toll-free 1-877-470-OSHA (1-877-470-6742) 
or via TTY (651) 297-4198. 
 
Material contained in this publication is in the public domain and 
may be reproduced, fully or partially, without permission of the 
Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry or MNOSHA. Source 
credit is requested but not required. 
 
For more information, contact: 
 
Minnesota Department of Labor & Industry 
Occupational Safety & Health Division 
443 Lafayette Road 
St. Paul, MN 55155-4307 
Toll-free: 1-877-470-OSHA (1-877-470-6742) 
E-mail: OSHA.Compliance@state.mn.us 
www.dli.mn.gov 
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